retained to preserve the book's distinctive flavour. Excision
has been practised most severely in the latter part, corre- .
spending to the last two volumes, edited by J. W. Waiter
after Southey's death.1 Warter had no detailed guidance
as to the order in which these chapters should have appeared,
nor can we be sure as to the form which they would have
taken had Southey subjected them to a final revision.
Accordingly, quite four-fifths of this c Second Part' of The
Doctor has been omitted in the present volume. The
Prelude and Epilude of Mottoes, printed in Waiter's edition,
and Warter's own footnotes have also been omitted, and
the Table of Contents has been curtailed. In no more than
one or two of the chapters here printed has the plan of this
edition made it necessary to delete a short passage of the
original, the better to preserve the connection with what
follows or precedes. The chapters have been numbered
in due succession, while the number of each chapter as it
appeared in the original work has been inserted in square
brackets in the Table of Contents. A few Notes have been
added at the end of the text, to explain various allusions.
My special thanks are due to Mr. E. H. Ryle, not only for
the help that he has given in tracing out for me many of
these allusions, but also for the great assistance that he has
rendered in preparing this volume for the press.

The readers of such a book as The Doctor must neces-
sarily be 'rather fit and few than many.' But it may be
hoped that some at least of those who read this volume may
be led to make further acquaintance with Southey's writ-
ings, and so perhaps to readjust their estimate of his position
in our literature. For as they read they will increasingly
recognize the justice of Professor Saintsbury's considered
, verdict. In the essay already quoted he thus pronounces
upon Southey's achievement: 'The man knew enormously;
he could write admirably. . . . Only those who have
worked through the enormous mass of his verse, his prose,
and his letters can fully appreciate his merits ; nor is it easy
to conceive any scheme of collection that would be possible,
or of selection that would do him justice. But if no one of

1 In the present edition, chapter Ixxxiii. is the first of the chapters
taken from those posthumous volumes.
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